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Bus Incident at Franklin Park School 
As some of you already know, on Tuesday, January 28, 2014 one of our preschool students at Franklin 
Park School was not dropped off in the morning.  In this instance, the bus driver failed to properly check 
the vehicle and the student remained on the bus for approximately 5 hours before he was returned to our 
Transportation Office and reunited with his mother.  The bus driver who failed to check the bus properly 
has been terminated by Mercy Bus Company, his employer.   
 
Once students at the elementary level enter their classrooms, attendance is taken by the classroom 
teacher. This list is electronically forwarded to the attendance office.  If the school is aware that the 
student is going to be absent, i.e., the parent has submitted a note or called in, the student’s absence is 
marked “verified”.  If no notice has been received, and the student is marked absent (not verified), an 
automated phone call is sent home alerting the parent that the student is not in attendance.   
In this case, the student’s absence was marked verified, and no call was made to the child’s parent when 
a call should have been made.  Ms. Scott, Principal of Franklin Park School, is conducting an internal 
investigation as to why this call was not made and will report to the district office when her investigation is 
complete.  
 
Today a more detailed statement, which had been released to the press, was posted on the district and 
school-based websites.  Ms. Scott has sent a phone blast home to her student families and will also be 
sending a letter home with regard to this situation.  Meetings with her staff were held this afternoon and 
will also be held tomorrow.  Upon the completion of the internal investigation, we will provide an update. 
 
Emergency Closure Days   
As I had reported previously, the snowstorm on Wednesday, January 22, 2014, required that we close 
our schools.  Since we had previously utilized the four “emergency” days included in the district’s 
calendar, all schools will now use the first planned “take away” day on Monday, February 17, 2014.  This 
means that Monday, February 17, 2014, will now be a regular instructional day for all district schools.  All 
district offices will also be open.  
    
Please note that the students at Elizabeth Avenue School had an additional emergency closing day in the 
fall due to a heating problem at that school.  Therefore, in addition to Monday, February 17th, the 
students and staff at Elizabeth Avenue School must also report on the second take away day, Monday, 
April 21, 2014, for a regular instructional day. 
 
Our website has been updated and all parents should have received a letter with this information.  There 
will be phone blast reminders from our Principals and the district as the February 17, 2014 date 
approaches.  
 
Teacher’s College   
I am extremely proud and would like to read a portion of a letter that we recently received from Emily 
Strang-Campbell of the Reading and Writing Project, Teachers College of Columbia University.  Because 
of the length of the letter I will not read it in its entirety but, because of its importance, I will not summarize 
it.   
 
Dear Franklin Township School Administrators,  
  
I want to thank you for allowing three of your district’s exceptional educators at Sampson G. Smith 
Intermediate, Rhonda Stewart, Sue Grass and Rosemary King, to open up their classrooms and 
participate as pilot teachers and coaches for our upcoming Reading and Writing Project, Units of Study 
Middle School books.  
  
I chose these women to help pilot the 6th grade informational writing book because all three exemplify 
commitment, rigor and creativity in their teaching practice. I’ve worked closely with all three for the last 



two years and am constantly impressed by the compassion and innovation they bring into their 
classrooms. On several occasions, I’ve seen them take a suggestion from the curriculum calendar and 
shape it into something even better.  
  
Over the past month, I’ve worked especially close with Sue, Rosemary and Rhonda as they implemented 
the new writing lessons with their students.  Their willingness to work under serious time pressure, while 
remaining flexible and open to new teaching methods was nothing short of inspirational.  
  
During a recent lab site in Rhonda and Sue’s room, I was blown away by the complicated, nuanced 
thinking I saw from each student in the room.  This doesn’t happen overnight – it occurs when teachers 
and coaches establish a culture of discussion and respect. Every kid loved being in that classroom. After 
the lab visit, I was immediately convinced they should be a pilot class for the middle school books.  
  
Again, on behalf of The Reading and Writing Project, I want to thank Franklin Township for helping pilot 
our middle school books. Students all across the country (and world) will benefit and learn from 
Sampson’s 6th grade students and teachers, in particular Sue, Rhonda and Rosemary. I’d also like to 
thank Eileen and Carolyn for their openness and flexibility in allowing this project to happen. They were 
so amenable and excited – this only helped fuel Sue, Rhonda, Rosemary and their students to produce 
greatness. 
 
Ms. Strang-Campell’s comments reaffirmed what I already know to be true about the staff members that 
she had worked so closely with and my belief that excellence and innovation can only be achieved 
through great partnerships and great leadership.  I absolutely agree with her that this level of excellence 
doesn’t occur overnight.  
 
I would like to also ask Ms. Eileen Brett to say a few words about this project.  


